
Translation: 
Test report HELIX PRECISION P200 in the “Car & HiFi” (02/2008) 

 
 
Benchmark test  2-channel amplifiers 
 
We are already familiar with the quality of the products from Schmallenberg in Sauerland, which is why 
we couldn’t wait to get our hands on the P200. On removing it from the packaging, you can tell almost 
immediately who it’s made by. The amplifier is easily recognizable through the Perspex window. And 
what’s on display is once again first rate. The black circuit board is packed with only the finest, in some 
cases even exclusive components; among them shielded power pack, pretty TO3 transistors (the ones 
with the pots on) and they even found SMD types for the emitter resistors. We’ve not seen anything 
like it before. The completely streamlined design with the red LEDs, which draw added attention, really 
asks to be flaunted. 
 
Laboratory test 
What can we say - the Helix is a genuine Mr. Clean. At any rate, there’s no need to fear any lack of 
power on the front system given the 130 Watts at four ohms; and at 400 Watts in parallel the woofer is 
pretty decent, too, in terms of efficiency. Furthermore the P200 is 1-Ohm-stable. 
 
This means that if you hook it up to two ohms, you'll be rewarded with in excess of 630 watts. But it 
really would be a shame to dedicate it entirely to the bass department where it cannot bring its virtually 
non-existent distortion and noise values to bear. What’s more, it can also serve one side of a compo-
system fully actively. It’s a good idea to consult a specialist dealer before making any adjustments 
though, since the cut-off frequencies are quite hard to hit without a measurement tool (for example 
Helix X-Just). 
 
Sound 
Let’s begin with a brief account of our experience. The P200 has already been wired up, the CD is in 
the tray and the music is droning away to itself. At this time of the year it gets dark fairly early, which is 
why our gaze is drawn rather dreamily to the LEDs. But as soon as Norah Jones kicks in we’re wide 
awake. The Helix’s flexibility and precision lend voices a dynamic force that is actually quite 
remarkable. You can literally feel how the Helix takes a tight grip on the moving coil and refuses to let 
go again. This results in control and pressure being produced at all levels - especially in the kick 
region. But the toms and snare drums are relentless, too. Now, please don’t write off the P200 as a 
crash boom bang power amp though. Anyone who allows the precise definition of dynamic power to 
melt in their mouth will know what we are talking about. Due to the exquisite clarity of sound it is ideally 
suited to listening at low volumes, but we are not in the mood for that just now – in addition to all the 
great glossy recordings, we’ve got completely different kinds of music lying around here – take good 
old metal for instance. The drums on “Feel the Blade” by Legion of the Damned almost develops 
something like contour rather than just blasting away. Who would have guessed; we hadn’t noticed 
before! The buzz word here is three-dimensionality: The Helix has its own ideas of how to grade 
spatial depth. Especially when comes to depth, it has remarkable scope. It takes some getting used to, 
but then you start to think this is the only true way to map a sound. 
 
Summary 
They guys from Schmallenberg have given us a real cracker here; incredibly well designed in technical 
terms, first rate in terms of sound – and optically a Helix through and through. 
 


